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The Work of Santa Maria in 2006 
Thanks to generous support from local 
churches, Friends of Santa Maria, individual 
contributors, corporations, and dedicated 
volunteers, Santa Maria accomplished this 
in 2006: 

Á Provided food for an average of 498 
households per month, including 1,300 
individuals and 616 children. 

Á Offered clothing to approximately 150 
families each month 

Á Provided 10 preschool children, ages 
3-5, with school readiness skills 
through ABC PLAYTIME. 

Á Enabled about 25 children and youth, 
ages 6-17 years old, to gain computer 
experience, homework assistance, 
and other activities after school 
through Studio 17. 

Á Distributed special Thanksgiving and 
Christmas boxes to 900 families. 

Á Offered other special programs, 
including Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance, Warm Heart Ministry, 
Easter baskets, and First Step Ministry 
(back-to-school supply distribution). 

 
Many thanks to ALL of YOU generous 
people who helped make this possible by 
sharing your time, talent, and treasure. 
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Outstanding Volunteer 
 

 
 
Meet Lewis Pollard, one of Santa Maria’s most 
dedicated volunteers. A member of St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church in Los Gatos, Lewis is a 
favorite among the children who come to Santa 
Maria.  
 
For more than eight years, Lewis has led the 
effort to provide Santa Maria’s clients with 
VITA—Volunteer Income Tax Assistance. VITA 
volunteers receive extensive training so that they 
can offer help to file U.S. tax returns. We salute 
Lewis and the VITA volunteers that he has 
recruited and trained to help serve our clients. 
 

  
Helping Us $tretch Our Dollar$ 

 

The following community businesses and 
agencies help us obtain food at reduced prices 
or free from their oversupplies: 
 

Á La Boulanger 
Á Loaves and Fishes 
Á Martha’s Kitchen 
Á PW Markets 
Á Safeway 
Á Second Harvest Food Bank 
Á Trader Joe’s 

 

We are grateful for those that help us feed more 
people, more economically.  
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Letter from a Santa Maria Client 

 
 July 20, 2006 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 For about 6 yrs. I have been going 
to Santa Maria Mission at least once a 
month or every two weeks.  
 This program has been a huge help, 
food wise and clothes, etc. I’m on a 
fixed income and this program really 
helps. 
 About two weeks ago, my neighbor 
needed a computer as hers broke on 
the last days of school. She is an A-B 
student and her mother is their 
support. I couldn’t sleep at night 
worrying about school starting and no 
computer. 
 It dawned on me to ask Larry 
(Lawrence) at Santa Maria. In about a 
week’s time, she was given a computer. 
 To me Santa Maria is a Godsend. 
Thank God for them all. 
 
 

Recent Activities at Santa Maria 
 
On February 10, almost 60 Santa Maria 
volunteers attended a luncheon honoring 
them and their important work in serving the 
clients of Santa Maria Urban Ministry. 
Lawrence Robles and Board members 
presented each volunteer with a certificate 
of thanks, and everyone enjoyed a 
wonderful, bountiful meal prepared by 
Carmen Robles. 
 

 
Lawrence presents a certificate to Gill, who 
volunteers as an ABC Playtime teacher. 
 

 
Rosa, who volunteers in the Food Pantry 
program, and other volunteers enjoy the 
delicious lunch.  
 

 
 
At Christmas time, volunteers from St. 
Thomas-Sunnyvale enabled Santa Maria to 
provide a wide range of food and gifts to 
brighten our clients’ holiday. About 700 
families were served.  
 




